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A NOTE OF CORRECTION. 



Some time ago I had the honor of presenting a paper on " Vital 
Statistics for the Twelfth United States Census " in the Publications 
of this Association. Some comments were also presented in con- 
nection therewith which I did not see in advance of publication, and 
to which I did not consider it necessary to make a detailed reply at 
a later period. Some misconceptions or misapprehensions of my 
purpose which appeared in these criticisms would be readily removed, 
as it seems to me, by reading the paper itself. 

It has very recently come to my knowledge that such was not the 
case, at least in all instances, and that a portion of the review of 
Prof. Walter F. Willcox, in which he combats the idea of National 
interference with State affairs, such as might occur if the United 
States Government should undertake to forcibly regulate State or 
municipal registration of deaths, was afterwards used, without his 
knowledge at the time, during the last session of Congress to discredit 
the plan of collecting some representative mortality statistics of a 
reliable character from the " non-registration States." This criticism 
was founded on a misunderstanding of my position. I have not sup- 
ported such interference or " compulsory cooperation " at any time, 
and should certainly, as a State registration worker, be one of the 
last to advocate such a course. I am sure that not one out of the 
many State registration services which have indorsed the plan of 
collecting some reliable mortality data by means of the census in 
representative districts of " non-registration States," would have done 
so if the plan had involved any unwarranted interference with State 
matters. 1 have consistently advocated voluntary cooperation of the 
Federal and State services for this purpose — the example of the 
State Weather Services in cooperation with the United States Weather 
Bureau in the Department of Agriculture shows how far such coopera- 
tion may go under intelligent direction — but I should earnestly dep- 
recate governmental meddling or attempted dictation in matters 
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which the National Government has no right to control. This is 

quite unnecessary, however, in order to secure more reliable mortality 

statistics. 

Ckkssy L. Wilbur. 
Lansing, Mich., June 7, 1899. 



I regret that I misunderstood the contention of Dr. Wilbur and so 
attributed to him a position which he does not hold. A reader in- 
terested in the question whether my interpretation of his language 
was forced may satisfy himself on that point by reading the original 
article and my criticism of it in the issue of this journal for March, 
1897. Certainly I had no intention or desire to misunderstand. 

Walter F. Willoox. 
Census Office, 

Washington, D. C. 



